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introduced him to the African-American social 
gospel tradition exemplified by his father and 
grandfather, both of whom were leaders of the 
Atlanta branch of the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP).

theological studies, his varied models of religious 
and political leadership, and his extensive network 
of contacts in the peace and social justice movements 
of his time. Although King was only thirty-nine 
at the time of his death, his life was remarkable 
for the ways it ref lected and inspired so many 
of the twentieth century’s major intellectual, 
cultural, and political developments.

The son, grandson, and great-grandson of 
Baptist ministers, Martin Luther King Jr., named 
Michael King at birth, was born in Atlanta and 
spent his first twelve years in the Auburn Avenue 
home that his parents, the Reverend Michael King 
and Alberta Williams King, shared with his maternal 
grandparents, the Reverend Adam Daniel (A. D.) 
Williams and Jeannie Celeste Williams. After 
Reverend Williams’s death in 1931, his son-in-law 
became Ebenezer Baptist Church’s new pastor 
and gradually established himself as a major 
figure in state and national Baptist groups. The 
elder King began referring to himself (and later 
to his son) as Martin Luther King.

King’s formative experiences not only 
immersed him in the affairs of Ebenezer, but also 
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• Private lessons from Queen Clarinet
• Band performances at your venue
• Master classes for groups
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PUBLIC LEGAL NOTICES
With a database of over 1.6 million businesses, 
SBE assists agencies with public legal notices
Advertisements
Placed in various Louisiana Business Journal 
digital publications every month and at
www.louisianabusinessjournal.com
Special Follow-Up Services
Custom design and development of services 
that you need for particular situations such 
as small business marketing, diversity goal 
completion, and agency capacity building
Call for more information: 800-800-8534 
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VIRTUAL EVENTS FOR YOUR BUSINESSVIRTUAL EVENTS FOR YOUR BUSINESS

SBA 101: Introduction to SBA Programs Webinar
Thursday, January 15, 2026, 9:00 am–10:00 am CST
Online
Main Sponsor(s): US Small Business Administration, 
Rhode Island District Office
Contact: Brian Hopkins, 401-528-4575,
brian.hopkins@sba.gov
Fee: Free; registration required
This free workshop, presented by the Rhode Island 
District Office, is designed to help entrepreneurs 
understand the various SBA programs and 
services available to help them as they start, 
expand, grow, and recover their businesses. 
This overview presentation covers: Introduction 
to the SBA; SBA Resource Partner Network—
Business Training and One-on-One Counseling; 
Selling to the Federal Government—SBA 
Contracting Certification Programs; Access to 
Capital—Loan and Surety Bond Programs; 
International Trade Assistance; Emergency 
Preparedness and Disaster Assistance Loans. 
Register online for the free workshop webinar 
at https://www.sba.gov/event/77580

Federal Contracting for Small Businesses Webinar
Tuesday, February 10, 2026, 11:00 am–12:30 pm CST
Online
Main Sponsor(s): US Small Business Administration
Contact: Irene Gonzalez, 208-334-1673,
irene.gonzalez@sba.gov
Fee: Free; registration required
Learn the essentials of federal contracting for 

small businesses. This event will cover the 
basics of navigating the federal contracting 
process, as well as the various certifications 
available to help your small business succeed 
in the government marketplace. Certifications 
include: 8(a) Business Development Program, 
HUBZone Certification, Woman Owned Small 
Business (WOSB/EDWOSB), and Veteran 
Owned Small Business (VOSB). Don’t miss 
this opportunity to gain valuable insights and 
resources to help your small business. Register 
at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/federal-con-
tracting-basics-and-certifications-for-small-
businesses-tickets-1977729717825

Federal Contracting: Woman-Owned Small
Business (WOSB) Certification Program Webinar
Tuesday, March 17, 2026, 1:00 pm–3:00 pm CST
Online
Main Sponsor(s): US Small Business Administration
Contact: Patrice Dozier, patrice.dozier@sba.gov
Fee: Free; registration required
SBA is creating a space for Woman-Owned 
Small Businesses, via WOSB certification! 
Are you a woman owner of a small business? 
The federal government’s goal is to award 
at least five percent of all federal contracting 
dollars to woman-owned small businesses each 
year. Join us for training on how to register for 
SBA’s Woman-Owned Small Business (WOSB) 
program, which helps eligible small businesses 
to qualify for federal contracting opportunities. 
The monthly sessions include an overview of 
the self-certification process, and a discussion 
of the NAICS codes that qualify as WOSB or 
EDWOSB. Register at https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/woman-owned-small-business-wosb-
certification-program-tickets-1977995825761
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•  Telephone Follow-Up (Live)
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For more info contact
Valerie Voorhies at
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Lagniappe Baking is a neighborhood 
bakehouse owned by pastry chef 
Kaitlin Guerin, a 2025 James Beard 
Award nominee. The one-of-a-kind 
assorted pastry boxes highlight the 
local, seasonal bounty of the Crescent 
City’s agriculture. Each box challenges 
your taste buds with flavor combinations 
and leaves you anticipating the next.

www.lagniappebaking.com

Learn
More

Editor’s note: In honor of Martin Luther King 
Jr., this edition of Louisiana Business Journal 
highlights an excellent resource for information 
and materials regarding the civil rights leader. 
Its website (kinginstitute.stanford.edu) says: 
“Building upon the achievements of Stanford 
University’s Martin Luther King Jr. Papers Project, 
the King Institute supports a broad range of 
activities illuminating Dr. King’s life and the 
movements he inspired.” We are providing here 
the King Encyclopedia entry on the life of Dr. King. 
One of the King Institute’s many online resources, 
the King Encyclopedia covers three hundred civil 
rights movement figures, events, and organizations. 
Additional sections include a freedom struggle 
chronology and featured documents.

King, Martin Luther Jr. (1929-1968)— 
Martin Luther King Jr. made history, but he was 
also transformed by his deep family roots in the 
African-American Baptist church, his formative 
experiences in his hometown of Atlanta, his 

By King Encyclopedia
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